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THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


Near the close of proceedings of the Missionary Convention held at Maulmain, a report 
was submitted, by a committee appointed for the purpose, respecting the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the dependence of the missionary for success on His influences, and the conditions on 
which those are bestowed. On being transmitted to the Executive Committee, in connection 
with other proceedings, the report came in its order before our readers, and may be found at 
page 15, in the Magazine for January, vol. 834. It may help to direct attention anew to the 
subject, —and when could such a topic be more in season?—if we also place on these 
pages an extract from notes by the Deputation, with which the report was accompanied. 


The topics which engaged the Convention during most of its sittings, related 
specially to the work of the missionary,—the subjects or fields of his labors,—his 
aims, methods, instruments and helps,—the places, times and seasons, and the re- 
sults ;—touching also his personal qualifications for his work, and the principles by 
which he ought to be governed in it. It seemed fit and important, before bringing 
the sessions to a close, to note also the work of the Holy Spirit, without whose co- 
operation the missionary labors in vain. The indispensableness of the agency of 
the Spirit no one in the Convention was supposed to question; but it was liable, 
in a measure, to be overlooked. It was meet, withal, for a Convention so constitu- 
ted, apart from all local considerations, by a reverent recognition of the Spirit's 
agency to render to Him, consciously and before all men, the honor which confess- 
edly belongs to Him. 

That the work of the Holy Spirit and the indispensableness of His agency, as 
also the conditions on which He bestows His influences, should be brought dis- 
tinctly into review on such an occasion, was deemed proper and desirable, more- 
over, on grounds affecting not the Convention alone, but the church of Christ at 
large. To overlook that agency, if not to depreciate, is a tendency, we apprehend, 
of this age. An age of Missions, the present above all others would seem to sum- 
mon to marked prominence the doctrines pertaining to the Holy Ghost,—His being 
and personality, His offices and acts. And on these doctrines and facts, it might 
be expected, the heart, not only of the missionary, but of the whole Christian 
church, would cling and gather strength ;—as when the one hundred and twenty 
waited at Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, “ continuing with one accord 
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in prayer and supplication” till the promise came. The great hindrance to the 
gospel, whether in Christian or heathen lands, is ever one and the same ;—the en- 
mity of the heart to God. This enmity must be slain; and He only can slay, who 
also can quicken to life again. Is not this the lesson that God would now, in these 
last days, teach his people ; or if not teach, bring to their thankful remembrance ? 
What more is needed, what else,—than that the Holy Ghost be sent down from 
heaven to give to the word of God, now preached among the nations, its pro- 
mised power? what, but the dew of heaven—the early and the latter rain ’ 
This rain from heaven must needs be given; but for it “ God will be inquired of” 
by his people ; and they, rightly to inquire, must needs appreheac more adequate- 
ly the unspeakable worth of these heavenly influences. 

There is another aspect of the subject, of like commanding import. Does not 
the tendency to which we have alluded,—to lose sight of, if not to underestimate, 
the agency of the Divine Spirit, as an indispensable condition to the success of 
Missions,—does not this tendency embody itself in acts ? in schemes and efforts to 
apply new expedients to carry forward the work ? as though it were not still the 
pleasure of God “ by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 
And while the substitution of such expedients betrays a misgiving as to Gocdl’s 
pleasure, and a distrust of the Holy Spirit,—unbelief in the mission of the Spirit 
and in His ability and faithfulness to achieve His work,—does not the missionary 
who consents to such substitution renounce virtually, or at least consent to forego, 
the aid of the Spirit? It is a timely suggestion which the Convention makes, * If 
the missionary engage in other work than that to which he is called, or substitute 
other plans of evangelization for the one that Christ appointed, it may be that the 
special influences of the Spirit promised to the performers of this special work, 
will be withheld. ‘The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.’ The work of 
the missionary is to ‘ preach the word.’” 

The report speaks of the work which the Spirit has wrought among the Karens ; 
and, in the same connection, adverts to certain “ unmistakable indications” wit- 
nessed also among the Burmans at an earlier period; indications that they too 
were “convinced of a power in the gospel, listened to, and accompanied by 
prayer,”—that is, prayer for the Holy Ghost, given in answer to prayer,—* which 
it is not in man to resist.”. And wherefore not such indications,—and such con- 
vincings ? We know no just reason why the work of the Spirit, rightly sought 
according to the mind of the Spirit, and rightly conditioned in the missionary’s 
work, may not be counted on as assuredly on behalf of Burmans, as for Karens ; 
—and for all people. There is one God and Father of all,—and one Mediator 
who died for all,—and one word of truth, the gospel of Christ, to be preached to 
all,—and one Holy Ghost, who is able by that word of truth to enlighten and sanc- 
tify all. “If any such indications for some years past have not been seen, is there 
not,” the report asks, “is there not a cause ?” 

The Deputation would repeat the inquiry, but with a broader application than 
the report seems to have contemplated ;—Js there not a cause? And with the 
same breadth of meaning, and with an urgency answering, in some measure, to 
the constraining expostulation of our missionary brethren, we would also take up 
and reiterate, in their own language, their last appeal ;—* Let us inquire for the 
eld paths; for the tracks of the apostles and apostolic fathers; and let us walk in 
their steps ;—nothing doubting but that le who went forth with them to the 
battle, against the power of darkness, and caused them always to triumph, will 
go forth with us also, to the same conflict, and give us like success.” 
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SIAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE. 
Health of Mrs. Ashmore. 


Bangkok, June 22, 1857.—The good- 
ness of God continues to be magnified 
before us. Our visit to Anghin was 
attended with results on the whole very 
encouraging. Mrs. Ashmore’s health was 
decidedly better ; her strength increased, 
and the tone of her system improved. A 
statement of her present symptoms, care- 
fully prepared and submitted to the in- 
spection of Drs. Bradley and House, led 
them both to say in reply, in separate 
notes, that Mrs. Ashmore might safely re- 
main in Siam for the present. As we had 
asked their formal opinion, in humble 
reliance on the Divine guidance, and as 
we had endeavored to commit the case 
to Him who doeth all things well, and 
were looking for some answer to our 
prayers, we accepted it as the leading of 
his Providence. 

Mrs. Ashmore herself thinks she is 
better than she was a year ago, when 
we went on board the “ Ianthe.” We 
do not deceive ourselves with the hope 
that her health will ever be completely 
restored. Her lungs are, without doubt, 
seriously affected. For a time her de- 
cline was alarmingly rapid; but her dis- 
ease seems now to have checked its pro- 
gress, and hangs about her as a chronic 
complaint, sometimes better, sometimes 
worse ; and we fondly hope that, with 
care, her years may yet be prolonged, 
and that she may be permitted to con- 
tribute something more to the advance- 
ment of the Master’s work. 


The missionary work a duty. 


We both hail the recommendation of 
the physicians with unfeigned joy. We 
have come here to labor for Christ. At 
expense and sacrifice we have been 
made acquainted with the language of 
the people. It is a sad thing to be com- 
pelled to leave a place just as we are 
beginning to taste the fruit of our long 
budding hopes of usefulness. At times, 
when contemplating the necessity of 
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leaving with Mrs. Ashmore, I have 
cheered up my heart by anticipating the 
pleasure I should derive from becoming 
a home missionary, a laborer among the 
destitute towns and villages of my native 
state ;— not building on any other man’s 
foundation, but going where was not 
named the precious name of our Saviour. 
So far as personal feeling is concerned, 
it would certainly be more inviting to 
proclaim the truth to people who would 
sit and hear with patience, who could 
comprehend the doctrines advanced, and 
appreciate the Bible statements by which 
they are supported. But one’s own 
feelings have really very little to do with 
a question of this nature. The mind 
enlightened by the word of God, led by 
the Holy Spirit, and impelled by con- 
science, will incline to many decisions 
not all agreeable to the natural feelings. 
Acknowledging the paramount authority 
of such guidance in all questions of duty, 
we form all our plans and shape all our 
resolves in submission thereto. We pre- 
fer to remain and labor here, simply be- 
cause it is duty so to do. 

I must confess Iam often cast down ;— 
I do not say, discouraged, for, studying 
the economy of evangelization, as ex- 
hibited practically in the Old and New 
Testament, is enough effectually to pre- 
vent the “cast down” feeling from be- 
coming chronic discouragement. God 
works slowly, and we must be in no 
haste. Our great and constant aim 
should be diligence and faithfulness in 
proclaiming the word of God. I have 
not a single flitting of doubt as to the 
work telling on the final result. How or 
when, I know not; but it will do so; for 
God’s word declares it, and Bible history 
illustrates it. 


The omnipotent motive. 


For one thing, especially, do I bless 
God. It is that I am not left to depend 
upon the dictates of my own natural be- 
nevolence for impulse to labor for the. 
heathen. Natural good-will may incline 
a man to do much for others; but it 
makes little progress in face of indiffer- 
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ence and ingratitude. A _ rectified 
Christian heart, moved solely by its own 
gushings of love for the perishing, will 
attempt much for their salvation; but 
these benign affections are still human, 
and are the throbbings of a heart yet 
sensitive to influences from without. 
When one perceives his efforts to do 
good successful, when he sees others 
yielding fruit in return, when he sees 
exhibited gratitude, love and humility, 
when there is enkindled a like spirit of 
faith in others,—a disposition to become 
“ workers together with him,”—the re- 
newed Christian heart, even though left 
to its own resources, can toil hard and 
bear long and patiently. 

But when scorn is excited, when in- 
difference is exhibited, when men turn 
away contemptuously from the message 
of pardon, when they repeat, in reckless 
merriment, the name of the Holy God 
which has just been proclaimed in their 
hearing, when they propound blasphe- 
mous questions concerning that precious 
Saviour whom we love, and when his 
sacred person is made the subject of 
scurrilous jests—then the soft and 
gentle stream that flows from the foun- 
tain of native benevolence is dried up. 
Insensibly do the sympathies fall in with 
that speech of the meek and affectionate 
John, when he asked if he might “ call 
down fire from heaven and consume 
them.” <A deep sense of the wickedness 
of such hearts, of their black ingratitude, 
of their ill desert, of their unworthiness 
to receive the blessings they have so 
haughtily spurned, would very soon erad- 
icate all desire or even willingness to 
labor for their conversion from the most 
kindly heart, if left to itself. 

Now it is that the Christian feels and 
is swayed by an influence from with- 
out. The image of Christ rises up before 
him. His love to his own soul, a sense 
of the obligation he owes to that Saviour, 
fills his heart. He remembers how he 
_ was “a stranger, wandering from the 
fold of God,” how he hardened his heart 
and would not hear, how he grieved the 
tender Spirit of God, how he avoided 
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those who sought his eternal welfare, how 
he repelled them and would none of their 
advice, and yet, notwithstanding, the 
Saviour bore patiently with him and 
gently constrained him, until, heart-bro- 
ken and subdued, he cast away his rebel- 
lion and threw himself weeping into the 
extended arms of his God. Then again 
the scenes in the life of the Saviour, in 
close connection, pass before him. He 
beholds the unwearied perseverance of 
his Master, his wonderful long-suffering, 
his patience with the ignorant, his assidu- 
ity in seeking out and saving “ that 
which was lost,” and his ready forgiveness 
of every insult and injury offered to 
Himself; and, under the influence of 
such visions, the missionary learns * what 
manner of spirit” he naturally is of. 
Hlis anger at the poor benighted ones 
around him becomes transferred to him- 
self, because he finds himself so unlike 
his Master. Bitter and disappointed 
feelings melt away, and a new benevo- 
lence takes possession of his soul. He 
is conquered by the example of Jesus. 
He is led captive by the Spirit of his 
Saviour. 

Now it is, and not until now, that he 
is truly fitted to labor for the perishing. 
At first he may have been constrained 
by his own natural feelings of pity ; but 
now “the love of Christ constraineth” 
him. How can he neglect those whom 
Christ has loved so much? How can he 
become insensible to the situation ot 
those for whom his own dear Elder 
Brother has laid down his life? The 
feeling of kinsmanship towards the “ bar- 
barian and the Greek,” produced by the 
love towards them of our own Redeem- 
er, is infinitely stronger than can be 
produced by any conception of the com- 
mon relations of humanity. We see in 
what a wonderful sense “ charity is the 
bond of perfectness ;”— that love, and 
love alone, can truly bind together the 
hearts of men, and make them void of 
offence towards God and each other. If 
a man would learn to love men’s bodies 
and their temporal interests only, he 
must associate with philanthropists. It 
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he would learn to love their souls in 
addition, and if he would have a spirit 
to toil unweariedly for their welfare, he 
must associate with Jesus Christ. 


LETTER FROM MR. TELFORD. 


Mr. Telford speaks in his letter, written in 
April, of the unusual oppressiveness of the 
hot season; “ Foreigners feyl it very much, 
all are more or less prostrated;” but gives a 
more encouraging account of Mrs. Telford, 
who“ bears the trying season better than ever 
before.’ He also alludes to the insufficiency 
of the mission appropriations, and of the ex- 
pedients resorted to for carrying their opera- 
tions forward. We are “ endeavoring, as best 
we can, to keep the assistants at work. A 
small fund from last year’s bi-monthly collec- 
tions has been appropriated to their support; 
which, with the collections of the present year 
and the contributions of the church members, 
we hope will meet their monthly expenditures. 
We toil on in hope of a brighter day, for you 
and us.” 


Tour to Chanburn—Chinese cultivators. 


But I have taken up my pen to give 
you a brief account of a mission tour to 
Chanburn, the chiet town of a province 
bordering on British Burmah. 

We started on the 10th of December 
last, and reached our destination on the 
25th of the same month. The chief 
towns, after leaving the mouth of the 
Maklong river, are Rhajuburu and Pho- 
taram ; both flourishing places, surround- 
ed by a very delightful and fertile coun- 
try. The former place is chiefly 
inhabited by Siamese, the latter by 
Chinese. 

From Photoram to Chanburn, by far 
the larger proportion of the people are 
Chinese. Their chief occupation is rais- 
ing tobacco and hemp. While our boat- 
men toiled against the rapid current, A 
Choy, our young assistant, and myself 
spent much of our time in visiting from 
house to house along the banks of the 
river. We were usually well received ; 
but most of the people seemed greatly at 
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loss to divine our object in coming 
among them. ‘The first impression seem- 
ed to be that we wanted money. When 
we offered books to those who could 
read, they usually replied that they had 
no money; and they would sometimes 
urge us to take tobacco in exchange. 
Most of the people in the upper part of 
our route had never seen a missionary 
before, and were not a litdle surprised to 
see us walk into their retired abodes, 
and hear us address them in their own 
language. 

The Chinese cultivate the land even 
on the branches of the river beyond 
Chanburn. One of these branches we 
followed through the extent of their set- 
tlements; the other branch we were able 
to ascend but a short distance for want 
of time. In this remote region we often 
found a few houses grouped together ina 
common enclosure as a protection against 
wild beasts. 


Karens in Siam. 


At Chanburn we met a number of 
Karens. From all the inquiries we could 
make, we did. not learn that any Siamese 
Karens had embraced the gospel. One 
man told us that, a few years since, a 
Burman Karen dwelt among them a 
short time and told them about the 
foreigners’ religion, but none embraced 
it, and he left them. On the other 
hand, we learn that many of them 
becoming Buddhists. 

We found it difficult to obtain any 
reliable information as to localities or 
distance. It was evident the Siamese 
would much rather not have us visit the 
Karens at their homes. Our young as- 
sistant could talk with some of them in 
Siamese; and both of us were anxious 
to visit them in their native hills. Dr. 
Ilouse, of the Presbyterian Mission, who 
accompanied us in a separate boat, agreed 
to go with the assistant and myself; but 
we could not make the necessary ar- 
rangements; nor could we obtain boat- 
men acquainted with the river. We 
reached home onthe 2nd of January. 
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RANGOON BURMAN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. STEVENS. 


Baptisms at Rangoon. 


Rangoon, July 17.—On Sabbath last 
we had the satisfaction of visiting the 
baptismal waters and witnessing the 
public profession of Christ by four Bur- 
mans, all adults, and two of them heads 
of families. Two other candidates would 
doubtless have been baptized at the same 
time, had not indisposition in their own 
persons or their families prevented. 
Two of those baptized belong to Kem- 
mendine ; one is a daughter of a Chris- 
tian formerly resident in Maulmain ; and 
one came from a village distant some 
days up the river, mainly for the purpose 
of applying for the ordinance. The 
same is true of one of the persons bap- 
tized on the occasion just preceding the 
last. ‘They had testified for Christ, we 
have learned, before they came down ; 
and we hope they will do the same on 
their return with more confidence and 
consistency. 


Native assistants. 


On the same day that these last per- 
sons were baptized, the ex-pastor of 
Kemmendine, Moung Shway A, who in 
an evil hour had indulged to excess in 
the use of intoxicating liquor, and had 
been cut off from the church in conse- 
quence, was restored on satisfactory 
evidence of repentance. We shall watch 
with anxiety his further developments. 

We have great reason to rejoice in the 
stability and weight of character of Ko 
En, the present pastor of the Rangoon 
church, and also of Moung Thet-knan, 
one of the preachers residing at Kem- 
mendine, who seems possessed of those 
endowments which clearly point him 
out, if his life is spared, to be a shepherd 
for some portion of the flock of Christ. 
I was greatly delighted with the account 
he gave me on Thursday last of his re- 
ligious experience. The marks of the 
Spirit’s work were so clear, distinct and 
undoubted, that I could not but be en- 
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couraged with the assurance that the 
Lord is with us of a truth, and that it is 
an easy thing with Him to raise up in- 
struments for his purpose from among 
those who appear most unlikely to receive 
the gospel. O that there might be an 
earnest spirit of prayer among us, that 
the Lord of the harvest will send labor- 
ers into his harvest. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTERS FROM MR. CRAWLEY. 


Native assistants— Boat travelling in 
“the ra 


June 26, 1857.—I left Henthada on 
the 16th inst. for a short tour to some vil- 
lages which I had never yet visited ; and 
now, while my boat is slowly bearing me 
homeward, I will improve the time by 
giving you some account of my visit. 

Two of the native Christians accom- 
panied me as assistants. One isa young 
man, baptized about a year ago, whose 
evidences of piety are most unmistakable, 
and who gives promise of becoming a 
first-class assistant, by his earnestness and 
zeal, and, at the same time, gentleness, 
simplicity and directness in preaching. 
The other is the old man who became a 
Christian more than thirty years ago, 
after reading “the Golden Balance” and 
other tracts distributed by Dr. Judson 
on his way to Ava. He too, as indeed 
might be expected from his long expe- 
rience, is able to tell the story of the 
Cross in a most effective manner, and 
make the absurd arguments by which 
the advocates of Buddhism attempt to 
prep their tottering system, recoil upon 
their own heads with stunning power. 
But aman may listen to unanswerable 
arguments against his errors, and yet 
continue in them; may be silenced, but 
not convinced. Happily I have learned 
this, and have long since ceased to be 
either surprised or discouraged when, 
after a discussion of hours, during 
which a man has listened and disputed 
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with the greatest apparent candor and 
pleasure, I see that same man telling his 
beads and muttering forms after the 
fashion of Ave Maria and Pater Noster 
as he goes to the pagoda, and then, pros- 
trating himself, hurriedly pronouncing 
the prescribed prayers, to procure the 
quantum of merit requisite as an offset 
to the sins of the day. 

During this tour I have several times 
been cheered by meeting sincere, earnest 
inquirers. And every where crowds 
have gathered round us, and listened 
late into the night to the glorious gospel 
of the blessed God. 

I was strongly advised not to under- 
take the excursion. The people whom 
I wished to see, live on the banks of a 
creek which in the dry season is cut off 
from the river, and cannot therefore be 
reached except during the rains, by 
boat. Fearful things, from wind, rain and 
mosquitoes, were prognosticated to nie. 
But I had my own impressions about the 
feasibility of travelling in the rainy sea- 
son, and experience has fully borne them 
out. The country, as you know, is inter- 
sected in every direction by a net-work 
of creeks. Hundreds of villages are to 
be found on the banks of these creeks. 
To visit them in the cold season would 
be impracticable, or at least attended 
with great trouble and expense ; whereas 
in the rains they can all be reached by 
boat. Iam now thoroughly convinced 
that with a good boat, all these villages 
can be visited with comfort, and without 
any danger to health. Two or three 
months of the year might be spent in 
this manner to great advantage. 


Under date of August 6, Mr. Crawley 
alludes to his 


Labors in the city. 


At the commencement of the wet sea- 
son, the all-important question with me 
was, how the long months of the south- 
west monsoon could be best employed, 
so as to accomplish the greatest possible 
amount of evangelical labor. The plan 
which I adopted was this. At two oppo- 
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most thronged thoroughfares, I put up 
two small sheds ;—I can scarcely denomi- 
nate an arrangement of a certain num- 
ber of bamboos and thatch, zayats. In 
one or other of these myself and my 
assistant find shelter every day, while we 
preach Christ and give a tract to every 
one who is willing to stop and hear. In 
this way I cannot but hope much good 
has been effected, though the seed sown 
may not appear till after many days. 
We see numbers of Burmans from 
every part of the kingdom,— from “ un- 
der the Golden Foot,” and from many 
other cities and villages in Burmah 
Proper, as well as in Pegu. These are 
always accustomed to take away tracts, 
whose messages I cannot believe will be 
in vain. 

The apprehensions expressed in the follow- 
ing extracts, we are encouraged to believe, 
have happily not been realized; but they may 
help to indicate in some measure the perils to 
which our brethren even in British Burmah 
have been exposed. 


The papers will have informed you of 
the scenes of terror enacting throughout 
Bengal. ‘Troops have revolted, in whose 
faithfulness and loyalty unwavering con- 
fidence was placed; and hence anxiety 
is the mildest term that can be used for 
expressing our feelings, when we think 
of the possibility of a rise of the regi- 
ment stationed here. Danger threatens 
moreover from another quarter. The 
unprotected state in which this province 
is left by the withdrawal of nearly all 
the English troops, invites the king of 
Ava to strike for the recovery of his lost 
possessions. Should he make a descent 
upon us, I fear your missions here would 
vanish, for a time at least, as in the first 
Burman war. May God avert the hor- 
rors of such a state of things. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. VAN METER. 


Second quarterly meeting for 1857. 
Bassein, July 18, 1857. The second 


site parts of the city, and on two of the 


of the 


quarterly meeting Bassein 
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churches, for the year 1857, was held at 

one of the villages to the west of Bassein 
on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th days of July. 
the attendance was not so large as is 
usual, owing partly to the unprecedented 
amount of rain that has fallen here dur- 
ing the past two months; and yet the 
commodious, double chapel was well fill- 
edonthe Sabbath. Twenty-five preach- 
ers present. 

Nothing of special importance was re- 
ported from the churches, but mostly 
their reports were of an encouraging 
character. 

Ninety-two baptisms were reported 
for the quarter by the six ordained men 
present. Whether this was the whole 
number is not known, as the two who 
were absent sent no report. These make 
the aggregate of baptisms for the first 
six months of this year, 212.* 

New worshippers are reported from 
Shwey Loung, among the Pwos; but as 
the missionary laboring there did not 
reach the meeting in time, the exact 
number is not known. So far as is 
known, there must have been for the 
first two quarters of the year, upwards 
of seventy. 

Contributions for the last quarter, to 
the mission fund, rs. 254. 13. 8, which, 
with the rs. 115, 15 received during the 
first quarter, makes the aggregate of rs. 
870. 12. 8. 

The schools have made a good begin- 
ning. Twenty-eight are known to be in 
operation ; but owing to the absence of 
so many preachers, the number of schol- 
ars in several could not be learned at 
this time. The academies however are 
fully reported, and are doing admirably. 
The one at Ko Soo has ninety-five 
scholars, that at Nau-pay-eh seventy, 
and that at Pe-nang-theng, which was 
started only last year, has one hundred. 

This meeting, we believe, will be long 
remembered by all who attende1 it, as 
one distinguished by the special out- 
pouring of the Spirit. I witnessed at 
this time, what I have so often longed to 
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see among the Karens, a melting of 
hearts before God and one another, 
manifested by the simple but earnest ex- 
pressions of deep and ardent feeling, 
confession of sin, and praise to God's 
rich grace. , it was good to be there! 
We think that all felt it to be so;—for 
so many wished to give utterance to their 
feelings, that the meeting, which was 
commenced and held till quite late on 
Saturday night, was continued through 
the greater part of the Sabbath, the in- 
terest increasing till the last. 

I had thought I must leave at mid- 
night of Saturday, owing to Mrs. V's 
state of health; but in view of the above, 
and with a desire to improve such an oc- 
casion to the utmost, I decided to re- 
main till the close. We hope and pray 
that such scenes may be frequently wit- 
nessed here in future, and may come to 
form one of the most powerful attrac- 
tions to these quarterly gatherings. 


Mr. Van Meter alludes, in closing, to the 
disturbances which had broken out in Bengal. 


We are beginning to feel some anxiety 
in view of the fearful state of things in 
Bengal. There are but twenty-five 
Europeans left for the defence of this 
whole province of Bassein, with some 
two hundred sepoys. Most of these 
sepoys, however, are from Madras, and 
they have so far remained loyal. 


NINGPO MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON, 


A Chusan convert; his character, and 
triumphant death. 


Ningpo, June 22, 1857.—One of the 
best members of our little church has 
gone to his eternal rest. Wong-jung- 
kwa, of Chusan, died on the tenth of 
May, after an illness of twelve days. He 
had been sincere and faithful, as a Chris- 
tian, toa degree uncommon for a Chi- 
nese. Though very poor, and able to 
afford but little time, from that required 
in toil to obtain subsistence for himself 
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’ and family, yet he labored and conversed 
much with his neighbors and friends, en- 

deavoring to persuade them to come to 

Christ that they might be saved. In my 

last trip through the eastern part of 
Chusan he accompanied me, and was 

unceasing in his labors for the salvation 

of his benighted countrymen. On the 

Sabbath, if well, he was sure to be pre- 
sent at the chapel, though he was obliged 
to rise before light and walk some eight 
or ten miles in order to be at the morn- 
ing service. Singularly for a Chinaman, 
covetousness seemed to have lost its hold 
upon him, after his conversion. 

His death was happy and triumphant. 
Previously to his last illness, he had re- 
marked to one of the assistants, that 
there was nothing of this world he cared 
to live for; and expressed his desire to 
“depart and be with Christ.” During 
his sickness, though no Christian friend 
saw him or had the privilege of minister- 
ing to his spiritual or temporal wants, 
Christ was with him, and liberally be- 
stowed upon his soul spiritual blessings. 
His wife, who attended him, says that he 
raised his voice in prayer “ five or six 
times daily ;” that he also “ frequently 
laughed,” indicating his great inward 
joy. Jesus and his religion was his con- 
stant theme in conversation with all who 
called on him. He exhorted all his 
friends to prepare for death, by timely 
repentance and faith in Christ. On the 
day previous to his death he remarked 
to his wife,“ 1 am going home.” She, 
a heathen, answered, “ Why do you say 
so? you are at home.” He said, “ You 
do not understand; this house is only 
lent me for a dwelling-place a short 
time ; my real and everlasting home is 
above in heaven.” He added, “I am 
going to that happy home ;” and though 
he could not read, and probably never 
had heard read the passage concerning 
the chariot and horses by which Elijah 
went up to heaven, or the exclamation 
of Elisha, “My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel and the horsemen there- 
of,” yet, as if catching the prophet’s 
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are waiting at the door to convey me 
there.” 

Ie enjoined it upon his wife and rela- 
tives that they perform no heathen rites 
ater his death, or at his funeral; but 
that they get his Christian brethren to 
come and bury him in a Christian man- 
ner. Just before he breathed his last, 
he said, “ Jesus, thou wilt save my soul ; 
I am coming.” These were his last 
words. On Sabbath morning between 
three and four o'clock, about the time 
he was accustomed to start for meeting, 
he entered upon his everlasting Sabbath 
of rest in the bosom of God. His friends 
immediately informed the assistant Chu, 
who was at the island; and he with one 
or two friends went and gave him a 
Christian burial. 

Though our little band has lost a val- 
uable member, and a light shining in a 
dark place has been extinguished, yet 
we rejoice that one trophy of the eflica- 
cy of the gospel has been thus stored 
secure in the courts of Christ above. If 
this were the only fruit at Chusan, it 
would vastly more than repay all the 
labor and expense that have been be- 
stowed there. But we have other like 
fruit on that island; and I trust, through 
the blessing of God, we may yet see 
much more. 


Prospects at Chusan. 


I made a short visit to Chusan recent- 
ly, accompanied by Mrs. Knowlton, who 
had an opportunity of laboring some 
among the females. 

The death of Wong seems to have 
had a good effect upon the other con- 
verts there, and upon his friends, par- 
ticularly those who visited him during 
his sickness. “ Though dead, he yet 
speaketh.” Some of his friends have re- 
cently visited the chapel to obtain far- 
ther instruction. 

The assistant was not present with us, 
having returned to Ningpo fora short time 
in consequence of ill health. However, 
the disciple Qwa, who lives opposite the 
chapel, is active in conversation and 
labors, and is nearly as efficient among 
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the common people as the assistant. 
The truth is evidently taking root in 
some hearts, and seed is being sown 
which will yet spring up and bear fruit. 

The present state of that outstation 
I regard as encouraging. It should 
be borne in mind, however, that we 
have no Chinese Karens, who seem 
prepared almost upon the first an- 
nouncement of the gospel heartily to 
receive it. The progress of the work of 
evangelization in every part of China 
will, for many years probably, be slow 
and difficult. But when the time to fa- 
vor Zion shall come, the turning to the 
Lord will, no doubt, be with a rapidity 
and in vast numbers, such as the world 
has never before seen. The denseness of 
the population and their eminently social 
habits, among other favorable circum- 
stances, warrant us to expect this. 

There are rumors that the French, or 
the English, are about to take Chusan 
and hold it permanently. Whatever be 
the issue, I think our duty to go forward 
in our work there remains the same. 
Should the English take the island, it 
would no doubt be of great advantage 
to the mission ;—and if the French take 
it, I believe their rule would be as favor- 
able to our work as that of the Chinese. 

I notice in the report at the annual 
meeting of the Union, 1856, some errors 
in the statistics of Chusan station. The 
total number of baptisms there, is six, 
all males ; died one, present number five. 
Two of these at present live at Ningpo. 
A separate church has not yet been 
formed; in consequence of the uncer- 
tainty of securing a permanent place 
of worship there. The present place 
must be given up at the close of the 
year. 

District of King-hwa. 


At the close of his letter Mr. Knowlton, re- 
ferring again to the probability that China 
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will shortly become more generally open to 
evangelical Inbors, proceeds to speak more 
particularly of the encouragement held out 
by the interior district of King-hwa. 


Should the barriers which government 
has raised against foreigners and foreign 
religions, and foreign opinions of every 
kind, be thrown down, countless cities 
and villages and densely populated dis- 
tricts would at once be open to evan- 
gelical efforts. Missionaries would, for 
the most part undoubtedly, be received 
kindly by the common people, and would 
be permitted in peace to prosecute their 
labors of love. This would emphatically 
be the case, I believe, at King-hwa, a 
district in the interior, some 250 miles 
distant from Ningpo. The first fruits 
which we have gathered in that place, 
in the persons of Chu, our young assist- 
ant, and Dong, a promising young man 
baptized a few months since, and the in- 
terest which their labors have awakened 
there, are an earnest of a kind reception 
for the truth and its promoters, and of a 
rich harvest yet to be gathered. The 
father of Dong, referred to in a previous 
letter as a literary man of high standing, 
(having received the second of the four 
great literary degrees,) has been with us 
several weeks,-attending diligently to 
the study of the scriptures and to the 
other means of grace. He seems to be 
a sincere inquirer; and we hope he will 
ere long know by experience the power 
and truth of the religion he is so care- 
fully examining. A young man,a rela- 
tive, accompanied him to Ningpo, and 
put himself under the care of Dr. Mac- 
gowan, to be cured of opium-smoking. 
He is now freed of this wasting disease 
and loathsome habit; and is also giving 
his whole attention to the study of the 
scriptures, and Christian instruction. 
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MISCELLANY. 


THE OPIUM CURSE. 


Long before this, you have read of the | 


profound sensation excited in the Eng- 
lish Parliament by the intelligence of the 
partial bombardment of Canton. 
place is not only one of the most impor- 
tant in China, but confessedly one of the 
most crowded cities in the world. The | 
reflection that a powerful fleet had drawn 
up in battle array before its walls, and 


had poured a destructive storm of shot 


and shell into its densely populated 
streets, on account of a provocation ap- 
parently trivial, has agitated the heart 
of the nation to its very core. The 
searching inquiries that have been insti- 
tuted ;— the stern and indignant rebuke 
to the so called ‘ hot haste’ of the official 
in charge ;-— the imperative demand for 
some check upon the exercise of power ; 
which have marked the debates on this 
question in the House of Lords, as well 


as on the floor of the Commons; augur 


well for the ascendancy of those princi- 
ples of righteousness which should char- 
acterize the intercourse of nations as 
much as of individuals. Without enter- 
ing at all into the merits of the Canton 
controversy, or the mistakes and miscon- 
ceptions that have given birth to some of 
the most fervid outbursts of feeling 
among members of Parliament, every 
lover of his race will nevertheless thank 
God and take courage at seeing such 
proofs of the existence of a rectified 
sense of justice as these debates have 
developed. 

There is hope,—God grant that it may 
not prove delusive, — that the attention 
which has been aroused and directed to 
Chinese affairs, will take cognizance of a 
more tremendous evil which exists here, 
and for which British subjects are mainly 
responsible. 

There is now, and has been for a long 
series of years, lying quiet and unmolest- 
ed in the waters of China, a fleet of 
ships which is doing infinitely more mis- 


This | 


chief than Admiral Seymour inflicted 
upon the turbulent Cantonese. In tech- 
nical language they are called “ receiv- 
‘ing ships.” They dare not locate them- 
selves in the usual anchorage of other 
vessels, for the reason that the trade in 
which they are engaged is declared con- 
traband by the Chinese Government. 
They oceupy the position usually chosen 
by pirates, lying moored outside the 
mouths of rivers, but in places easy of 
access to those who share with them “ the 
“price of blood.” The opium is brought 
from various places in the East India Pre- 
sidencies, rolled up in balls,and protected, 
each ball, with a crust of rusty looking 
| poppy leaves, about the size and appear- 
ance, when complete, of a thirty-two 
pound shot. When taken, in boxes 
carefully sealed, out of the fast sailing 
vessels that bring them, they are received 
on board these ships to await the calls of 
purchasers. 

Eloquent tongues and strong language 
have been found to portray the misery 
that has been brought upon Canton by 
the English colonial officers. The secu- 
lar has vied with the religious press in 
expatiating upon the distress caused by 
the precipitation of this conflict, and in 
expressions of sympathy for the helpless 
women and children who have suffered 
in consequence. ‘This suffering has not 
been unduly magnified. But, great as it 
eonfessedly is, how it diminishes in mag- 
nitude when compared with the evils 
resulting from opium! In what language 
can any one adequately describe the un- 
told and unutterable ruin that attends its 
use ? What comparison shall he use, 
and whereunto shall he liken it? Talk 
of the ordinary figures of speech, by 
which men are accustomed to describe 
the waste, on a great scale, of human 
property and the destruction of human 
lite. Talk of storms at sea, by which 
navies are scattered, and the pride and 
boast of architecture shivered into form- 


less fragments upon the seashores. Talk 
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of fire bursting out in the night in 
crowded cities, and sweeping away in a 
few hours the fruits of long years of 
patient toil and labor. Talk of volcanoes, 
belching forth their lurid rivers of mol- 
ten lava, and engulphing whole towns 
and villages in fire. These similitudes 
are tame, and all such figures are too 
weak, to describe the black flood that is 
now sweeping over southern and eastern 
Asia,— billow after billow, each more 
destructive than its predecessor. 

I know of but one comparison that 
seems adequate to suggest its multiplied 
and multiform horrors. It is the account 
in the book of Revelation of the rushing 
forth of Death on the pale horse, in 
connection with whom it is said, in one 
short sentence more comprehensive and 
expressive than any ever written by un- 
inspired pen, “ Hell followed with him.” 

Opium is scooping deeper furrows 
among these nations, and filling them 
with a more blasting torrent, than any 
that ever issued from Vesuvius or Etna. 
The lightning from heaven scathes not 
with a more unerring certainty, than 
does that faint and flickering blaze which 
hovers over the bow! of the opium-pipe. 
Did these “ receiving ships,” that carry 
on the merchandize of this baneful drug, 
but discharge hot shot or sixty-eight 
pounders into these maritime cities instead 
of opium, they would inflict a small evil 
in comparison. The enterprise and 
elastic vigor which distinguish the race, 
would impel them, as soon as the storm 
had passed over,. to rally and rebuild 
their mansions more durably than before. 
It is thus they lose no time in repairing 
the damage caused by typhoons along 
their coast and inundations in their in- 
land rivers. 

But when in silence, and oftentimes in 
the darkness of midnight, they discharge 
through their gangways their black 
shells of “ Malwa” and “ Patna,” they 
are hurling broadsides in comparison 
with which chain shot would be a mercy. 
The most malicious hater of his race 
could not have compounded a more 
efficient missile of destruction than these 
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East India bombs. All “ the ills that 
flesh is heir to,” and some that humanity 
would otherwise never have known, are 
there unclosed. Poverty is there ;— 
disease is there, in all its wasting formas ; 
-—emaciation is there ;— premature de- 
cay is there ;— shame is there ;—anguish 
and despair are there ;— falsehood, per- 


jury and blasphemy all have a_ place. 


There, too, is to be found treachery to 
confidants, ingratitude to friends, neglect 
of parents, abuse of families. Theft, rob- 
bery and arson are there; murder and 
suicide are there. Temporal death is 
there ; and then, worse than all, death 
eternal is in these shells. 

And when they burst, they hurl their 
blazing fragments into every circle of 
society, from the lofty to the lowly; 
from the opulent to the famishing; from 
the man of learning to the unlettered 
cooley. They goto curse. They fly to 
destroy. They fill the dark road to per- 
dition. 

“Flagellum Dei” was the name given, 
in former days, to the pestilence that 
occasionally swept through Rome. F/a- 
gella Diaboliis no unsuitable designation 
for these twin scourges,— alcohol and 
opium.—TrpMoreE. 


SUPPORT OF DISABLED MISSIONA 
RIES AND THE CHILDREN OF MIs- 
SIONARIES. 

At the recent anniversary of the American 
Board, the following report was read on the 
above important and difficult subject, which 
had been laid on the table at the previous 
annual meeting. The report and resolutions, 
with an account of the action resulting there- 
from, have a permanent interest to the friends 
of missions. 


The committee appointed to consider 
the propriety and expediency of making 

me permanent provision for the sup- 
port of superannuated and disabled mis- 
sionaries; and, also, to inquire into the 
expediency of revising the existing rules 
respecting the children of missionaries ; 
beg leave to report, that they have given 
to these subjects the full consideration 
which their importance demands. They 
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find that, heretofore, the relief given to 
missionaries, and the support given to 
the children, has been a charge upon the 
general funds of the American Board, 
disbursed by the officers under rules 
adopted by the Prudential Committee. 
The amount annually appropriated to 
this object has been of late years, about 
fifteen thousand dollars.* 

The committee are well satisfied, that 
this duty has been performed with a 
scrupulous regard to economy, while 
cases claiming attention have been met 
with kindness and sympathy. Up to the 
present time this arrangement has been 
suflicient; but we have now reached a 
period in the progress of missions, in 
which a more fixed and reliable provision 
scems to be needed in order to meet the 
exigencies which will arise, and to avoid 
an annual encroachment on the regular 
income of the Board, which may be 
found to be inconvenient. 

Many of the missionaries of the Board 


are now approaching the evening of 


their days; and, in the probable rapid 
extension of missions, the widows and 
children of those in the field will become 
more numerous, while the sympathy 
awakened in their favor, in the first 
novelty of missions, has in a great meas- 
ure subsided. In this state of things, 
more numerous calls for relief will arise 
than formerly, and larger annual appro- 
priations will be needed to meet these 
calls. Hence arises the necessity of some 
reliable provision. 

The committee believe, that the state 
of public sentiment among the friends 
of missions is such, as fully to recognize 
the claims of missionaries and their 
children to the sympathies and support 
which, in their exigencies, they may 
need ; that contributions to this object 
will be most cheerfully made; and that, 


* This is an error. The above amount in- 
cludes the expenses of missionaries and their 
families in passing to and from their fields of 
labor, and, indeed, all their expenses when 
absent from their stations, which are charge- 
able to the treasury at home. 
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too, in such a manner as not to interfere 
with the ordinary receipts of the Board. 

Our feelings revolt at the thought of 
doing less for these faithful servants of 
God than is done by all the governments 
of Christian nations for those who are 
disabled, or become dependent, in the 
naval or military service. When we in- 
vite young men, of talents and devoted 
piety, to give up their lives to this ser- 
vice, it is under an implied obligation, 
that if they should be compelled, when 
broken down and disabled, to return to 
their native land, a proper provision 
shall be made for them asa return for 
their selfdenying sacrifices. Justice and 
Christian feeling both demand this; and 
the obligation is not properly met when 
the needed relief is to be sought as a 
charity, and administered at the discre- 
tion of the oflicers of the Board, however 
kind and liberal might be their feelings. 

Heretofore, the kindness extended to 
the children of missionaries, by those 
who have voluntarily adopted them, has 
allorded protection to large numbers, 
and in most cases this has been the best 
provision which could have been made 
for them. We trust that this sympathy 
may be, to a considerable extent, avail- 
able herealter. 


The committee, in presenting the plan 
of a Special Fund, far from intending to 
interfere with the adoption of children 
of missionaries by their relatives, or oth- 
ers who may be disposed to befriend 
them, would earnestly desire to encour- 


age it. They would hope to aid in it, 
by providing increased means from which 
partial aid might be given to those who 
would be disposed to adopt these chil- 
dren, but who are not able to bear the 
whole expense of their maintenance 
and education. They entertain the 
hope that, under this new arrangement, 
in the instance of orphan children, and 
in other special cases, a more full pro- 
vision may be made for their education 
than is now practicable. 

As long as the means for the support 
of disabled missionaries, and the children 
of missionaries, are to be taken from the 
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annual receipts of the Board, they must 
necessarily be dispensed with a sparing 
hand. The executive officers of the 
Board, however kind and sympathetic, 
cannot feel at liberty to disburse from 
this source otherwise than with -the ut- 
most stringency. 

The faithful missionary is entitled to 
much sympathy and consideration, when 
the necessity devolves on him of sending 
his children from his remote field of la- 
bor to the land of his fathers. ‘The least 
we can do for him is, to leave him assur- 
ed, by a proper provision, that his chil- 
dren shall find in the American Board, 
not only a faithful guardianship, but a 
reliable resource for all which may be 
needful for their education and prepara- 
tion for usefulness in life. 

The committee, in considering the 
mode of applying the relief fund, have 
concluded that it will not be expedient 
to establish asylums, either for disabled 
missionaries or the children of mission- 
aries. Sach a plan would be expensive, 
without producing adequate benefits. 
The disabled missionaries would be more 
happy and more useful if allowed to 
choose their own residences. The chil- 
dren would have better opportunities of 
forming their characters and manners if 
mingled in families and schools with 
other children. 

It will be perceived that, in proposing 
the fund for the relief of disabled mis- 
sionaries and the children of missiona- 
ries, the committee have left the applica- 
tion of it, as heretofore, in the hands of 
the Pradential Committee and officers 
of the society, whose rules of pro- 
cedure will be subject to the revision of 
the Board. It is expected that they will 
use the same discrimination and pru- 
dence, in the disbursement of it, as 
heretofore. It is not intended to es- 
tablish regular pensions, which would be 
attended with incidental evils, but to 
meet each case as it arises, with a judi- 
cious regard to its peculiar circumstances 
and merits. 

The change effected, then, by the new 
arrangement, will be, 
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1. The superannuated and disabled 
missionary will have a reliable fund for 
his relief, when necessity compels him 
to look for aid; and he will receive it as 
an esfablished provision, disbursed under 
the direction of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, and not as a mere gratuity or 
charity. 

2. The annual receipts of the Board 
will be relieved from the burden of 
meeting these calls, and those for the 
support of the children of the mission- 
aries. 

The committee believe, that the re- 
lief fund will soon reach a large amount, 
through legacies and donations, which 
would not otherwise be given to the 
Board. 

It cannot be doubted that this just 
and liberal provision would relieve the 
faithful missionary from much acute men- 
tal suffering, when, in his remote field 
of labor, he contemplates his liability to 
sickness and death, and the exposure of 
his children to orphanage and helpless 
poverty. Men labor with more vigor 
and better courage, when their minds 
are not oppressed with harrassing anx- 
iety. Our missionaries will pursue their 
arduous labors with fresh zeal, when 
they perceive that their friends at home 
have not left them merely to the care of 
Providence, but have, from their own 
substance, done something to meet the 
possible emergencies of themselves and 
their families. 

In concluding the report, the com- 
mittee would express their confident 
belief that, in the practical operation of 
the proposed fund, the abuses which may 
be supposed to be incidental to it may be 
avoided by proper care in the adminis- 
tration of it. Our missionaries are, 
generally, men of self-denial and disin- 
terestedness, and the independence, 
integrity, and regard to principle, which 
have characterized them, are a guaran- 
ty that they will not avail themselves of 
the provisions of this fund without an 
urgent necessity. 

The committee beg to suggest, f or the 
cons deration of the Prudential Commit- 
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tee, and the friends and protectors of 
the children of missionaries, that special 
care be taken, not only to bring them 
under favorable religious intluences, but, 
in their education, to train them to such 
habits of industry, economy and self- 
dependence, as will prepare them for 
usefulness in life. 

To this report the committee appended the 
following resolutions: 

1. That it is expedient to establish a 
fund, to be called “ The Fund for the 
Relief of Superannuated and Disabled 
Missionaries, and the Children of Mis- 
sionaries.” 

2. That the fund be raised by direct 
contributions for this specific object, 
and such legacies as may be made to it; 
and that such measures be adopted, 
in raising this fund, as shall least inter- 
fere with the regular receipts of the 
Board. 

3. ‘This fund shall be invested in the 
name of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions; shall 
be applied exclusively to the objects 
herein specified; and a separate report 
of receipts and disbursements shall be 
made at the annual meeting of the 
Board. 

4. This fand shall be invested solely in 
first mortgages, or in stocks of undoubted 
security. 

5. That after the fund shall amount 
to one hundred thousand dollars, the in- 
terest, or income, shall be applied in 
the manner hereinafter named. 

6. That in the distribution of the in- 
come of this fund, it shall be appropri- 
ated, 

(1.) To superannuated and disabled 
missionaries, to the widows of mission- 
aries, while they remain such, and to the 
orphan children of missionaries, who 
shall be entitled to aid beyond the al- 
lowance made to children whose parents 
are living; it being understood that the 
amount of such aid shall be regulated by 
the Prudential Committee, according to 
the circumstances of each case. 

(2.) So much of the excess, after the 
aforementioned appropriations, as may 
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be necessary, shall be applied to other 
children of missionaries, according to 
the rules of the Prudential Committee. 

7. Each superannuated and disabled 
missionary why returns to this country, 
with the consent of his mission and the 
approbation of the Board, shall be enti- 
tled to such annual allowance from this 
fund as may be determined, from time 
to time, by the Prudential Committee, 
subject to the approval of the Board. 

8. That when the Board shall ratify 
the action of this Committee, the fund 
shall be open for the reception of lega- 
cies, and direct contributions for this 
specific object. 

9. As far as this fund shall be insufti- 
cient to provide for the various classes 
named herein, it is understood that they 
will be provided for from the general 
fund as heretofore ; and if, after meeting 
all the appropriations as above defined, 
there should be any surplus income re- 
ported at the end of the financial year, 
it may be either added to the capital of 
the fund, or applied to the general 
expenditures, as the Board may direct. 

John Kingsbury, Esq., also presented the 
following minority report on this subject: 

The undersigned, a member of the 
Special Committee on the support of dis- 
abled missionaries, and the children of 
missionaries, having been providen- 
tially prevented from attending the 
last annual meeting, asks leave to pre- 
sent his reasons for dissenting from 
the report of the majority of the com- 
mittee. 

Ile does not differ from them in re- 
gard to the importance of making ade- 
quate provision for such missionaries and 
for such children. On this point there 
can be no difference of opinion amony 
humane and Christian men. But the 
undersigned believes that the present 
mode of relief is more simple, more hu- 
mane, more effective, than any mode 
which should have a permanent fund 
for its basis. 

1. There are strong objections to en- 
riching missionary societies, by means 
of permanent funds, beyond what is 
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needful for their credit in the commer- 
cial world. If unduly enriched, they 
will be regarded with more jealousy and 
less affection, and the Christian public 
will respond less freely to their appeals. 
The Board would be less effective and 
reliable as a missionary institution than 
it now is, if it had a permanent fund of 
half a million of dollars. 

2. There is no more need of a special 
fund for superannuated and disabled 
missionaries, and for the widows and 
children of missionaries, after coming 
to the United States, than for mission- 
aries, widows and children, while in the 
missions; nor would any real advantages 
result to them from it. There is no more 
difficulty in making all desirable arrange- 
ments for their comfortable support. 
Nor would the existence of such a fund 
make the least change in the principles 
on which disabled missionaries have 
always been assisted. Consequently, 
nothing would be gained on the score of 
humanity by such a fund. And it should 
be added, as something capable of proof, 
that the two or three alleged cases of 
returned disabled missionaries, suffer- 
ing for want of aid from the Board, are 
such as a fund of a hundred thous- 
and dollars, if one existed, would not be 
likely to have prevented. 

3. A special fund, if large, would be 
sure to increase the already existing 
difficulties in the way of equitably and 
properly arranging for the support of 
disabled missionaries, and the widows of 
missionaries. Not all missionaries re- 
turning home to remain, are really de- 
serving of assistance from funds com- 
mitted to the Board, or they are so in 
different degrees; yet this is often not 
known to the public, and it is seldom 
expedient to publish the facts. The 
support of such persons, except to a lim- 
ited extent, would be a perversion of 
missionary funds. Such persons would 
be the most ready and mos persistent 
in asking and receiving aid. Even on 
the present system, it has been difficult, 
as I am informed, to prevent such per- 
versions. But a large fund, even if 
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wholly under the control of the Pruden- 
tial Committee, as of course it should be, 
would much increase this embarrassment ; 
and it is believed that the evils on this 
score, would in time become serious. 
The Prudential Committee have always 
deemed it of great importance to avoid 
the evils of a pension list, into which it 
is well known European missionary so- 
cieties, if not some in this’ country, have 
been more or less drawn, and which is 
in accordance with European ideas and 
institutions. To a reflecting mind, ac- 
quainted with the extent and growth of 
this evil, it must appear one of the dark 
omens for the future in the missionary 
work. So strong is the tendency to- 
wards pensions in the case of returned 
missionaries, widows and children, that 
it has required the utmost care and ex- 
ertion to avoid the evil, by deciding 
every case upon its own particular 
merits, and acting only from year to 
year. Pensions have been thus far 
avoided by the Board; but a large spe- 
cial fund would greatly enhance this 
difliculty. 

It is of more importance to add, 

4. That missionaries have themselves 
a strong interest in opposing such a 
fund ; and it is believed that the more 
considerate portion of them will do so, 
whenever they shall have duly reflected 
on its influence upon their own personal 
and family relations and prospects. Its 
tendency, in proportion to its magnitude, 
would be to weaken that feeling of odli- 
gation and inclination in relatives, result- 
ing from consanguinity, or from old 
personal friendships, to aid returned 
missionaries and their children in obtain- 
ing employment, education, and a com- 
fortable and useful livelihood. That 
would be a dire calamity to the mission- 
ary cause, and to missionaries and their 
children, which should tend to weaken 
this great natural law of social existence, 
and to restrain the outflowings of these 
natural fountains towards children, grand 
children, brothers, sisters, cousins, and 
the friends of early years. Already do 
the missionaries of this Board understand, 
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to some extent, what an unfavorable 
influence separate institutions for the 
abode and education of their returned 
children would be likely to exert on their 
prospects in life, and they are becoming 
more and more opposed to them. And 
for the same general reasons should they 
oppose every thing that tends to with- 
draw their children from the great nat- 
ural streams of consanguinity and friend- 
ship, and throw them upon benevolent 
institutions, whatever they may be. 
The facts in regard to children and 


youth in this country, are widely differ- | PO 


ent from what they are in Europe, and 
even in Great Britain. Here is nothing 
like caste ; but rather a perpetual com- 
mingling of all the streams of life. Oc- 
cupations, professions, conditions, are 
constantly running together ; and every 
missionary should watch carefully that 
his own society is drawn into no policy 
which will deprive his offspring, when 
they come home, of the blessings result- 
ing from the freest of all social constitu- 
tions that the world, or the church of 
Christ, ever saw. 

5. The number of returned mission- 
aries, unable to provide, in some proper 
way, wholly, or in part, for their own 
living, is not so large as to require any 
special provision by the Board. And if 
the number should be materially increas- 
ed, as the cause of missions advances, 
there will be no difficulty in providing 
for them in the way which has hitherto 
proved so safe and so successful. This 
is especially true in reference to chil- 
dren. So well has the present system 
worked, that the children of pastors in 
this country, as a body, are not more fa- 
vored, as regards health, education, hab- 
its, evidences of piety, or prospects in 
life, than the returned children of mis- 
sionaries. They are the special objects 
of care by the Prudential Committee. 
Their names are entered ina book kept 
for this purpose, and the facts in their 
lives, after coming to this country, are 
recorded as far as it is possible, together 
with the grants made to them from year 
to year, in consequence of applications 
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from their guardians. And it may be 
added here, that the incidental evils 
which returned missionaries suffer are 
no greater than very many ministers are 
suffering, who, having spent the best of 
their days in Christian labor in our own 
land, have yet made no future provision 
for themselves or their families. There 
is even more justice in establishing a 
fund in aid of this class of persons ; for 
they have nothing upon which to rely, 
while the returned missionary has just 
claims upon this Board for adequate sup- 
rt. 

The undersigned, therefore, believes 
that the present mode of providing for 
disabled missionaries, and the children 
of missionaries, is preferable to one which 
would have a permanent fund for its 
basis. It is more simple, more humane, 
more effective ; it coincides better with 
the social condition and institutions of 
this country; it is no more a mere charity, 
while at the same time it is much less like 
a pension ; it is less liable to perversion ; 
its effect upon missionaries and children 
of missionaries is better, being more ac- 
cording to the natural laws under which 
God places his children ; and it will inter- 
fere less with the ordinary receipts of the 
Board. He, therefore, after careful de- 
liberation, has reason to fear that the 
contemplated fund, if carried into effect, 
would be attended with disastrous con- 
sequences to the cause of missions. 

The subject thus presented occasioned 
considerable discussion, in which several 
members of the Board participated at 
different times in the progress of the 
meeting. On Thursday evening, the 
following resolutions were unanimous- 
ly adopted, as a substitute for those 
submitted by the committee : 

Resolved, That it is highly desirable 
to cherish and strengthen a warm Chris- 
tian sympathy in behalf of those who 
have been disabled in their work as mis- 
sionaries, and towards their widows and 
children ; and that it is desirable to open 
all suitable channels for the practical 
expression of such sympathies. 

Resolved, That the Prudential Com- 
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mittee will receive and cheerfully appro- 
priate, according to the same principles 
which have hitherto governed them in 
the premises, whatever legacies or con- 
tributions may be made from year to 
year, and designated by their donors for 
this specific object. 


RELIGIONS AND SUPERSTITIONS OF 
CHINA. 


Priests of Tauism— mode of appoint- 
ment. 

The priests of Tauism are compara- 
tively very few. Their ranks are filled 
in the same way as those of the Buddhist 
priesthood, and their employments in the 
temples are very much the same. They 
have a dress which distinguishes them 
from the common people as well as 
Buddhist priests, and are not absolutely 
required to live on a vegetable diet. 
They do not shave the whole head like 
Buddhists ; but the hair, which is left to 
grow like that of the common people, is, 
instead of being braided in a cue, tied 
in a knot on the top of the head. 


Future state of the devotees of Tauism. 


While the object of the Buddhist de- 
votee is to be absorbed into the uncon- 
scious being of his favorite idol, that of 
the Tauist is to become a Sien-jin, i. e. 
one of the genii. It is diflicult to give a 
clear idea of the Chinese conception of 
Sien-jin. They are beings who, by 
certain precautions, escape death, and 
with ethereal bodies capable of assuming 
different forms and shapes, enjoy an 
uninterrupted existence of dreamy hap- 
piness, either separated from, or mingling 
with the race of mortals at pleasure. 
The principal and favorite place of their 
abode is four sacred mountains, situated 
far in the unknown ocean, and separated 
from the abodes of men by a sea filled 
with a subtle fluid called joh-shwuy, 
weak water, which is not even capable 
of supporting a feather. 


Animals sometimes attain to the same 
blessedness, 


It is remarkable that many kinds of 
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animals are supposed to have the power 
of attaining to the same condition of spir- 
its or demons, and that for them there are 
also authorized and unauthorized modes. 
It is said that a fox, according to the au- 
thorized mode, can attain to this state in 
one thousand years. Animals are, how- 
ever, supposed generally to use other 
irregular means to expedite their pro- 
gress. Cats are particularly liable to the 
suspicion of wishing to better their con- 
dition in the scale of existence, and are 
said to accomplish this end in two ways. 
The first and most effective is that ofdraw- 
ing the vital principle from the bodies of 
men, which desire is supposed to account 
for their fondness of proximity to the 
human species. Another method is that 
of drawing a revivifying principle from 
the rays of the moon when full-orbed. 
It is said and believed that cats are often 
seen on moonlight nights drinking in 
with open mouths the virtues of these 
rays, and that they sometimes worship, 
after the manner of men, the bright- 
faced luminary. 

It is generally believed that a host of 
demons and evil spirits, which afflict and 
bring misery upon men, have their 
origin in this manner, and that after 
avoiding for a time the vengeance of the 
gods, they are destined, sooner or later, 
to be destroyed by lightning, as no less 
subtle agent can affect them. 

The people are accustomed from in- 
fancy to hear stories of ghosts and spir- 
its and genii, and the natural desire for 
the marvellous, without the guidance and 
restraints of revelation, grows by what it 
feeds upon, and prepares the mind for 
the reception of monstrous absurdities, 
and for being swayed by groundless 
fears. 

The observance of fast days by women 
and children. 

As the obtaining of paper money and 
the worshipping of books are practices 
not connected with the Tauist religion, 
there is little to attract women to Tauist 
temples. There is, however, a system of 
fast days which is the source of some 
small gain to the priests. As it is re- 
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garded meritorious to fast, there are fast 
days connected with the worship of sev- 
eral idols, and the observance of these 
days is supposed to secure the favor and 
protection of these different idols. Some 
women observe the fast days of one idol, 
some of another, and some of several at 
the same time ; and when the prescribed 
days are completed, they resort to the 
temples to celebrate the event with 
thanksgiving, and are expected to leave 
more or less money with the priests. It 
is common, when an individual is sick, 
for ditferent members of his family to 
assume vows to perform each one a dif- 
ferent fast for his benefit. Children, 
also, as a mark of filial piety, sometimes 
undertake fasts for the benefit of their 
parents. On the birth-days of different 
gods the temples are also visited by con- 
siderable numbers of women. The 
money derived from this ordinary wor- 
ship, from occasional services at funer- 
als, Xc., and from the proceeds of the 
lands connected with different establish- 
ments, serves to. keep the buildings in 
repair, and support the few priests con- 
nected with them. 


Relative proportion of Tauist and 
Buddhist priests. 


The preference of the people for 
Buddhist rather than Tauist priests, is 
seen in the fact that, while the former in 
and about Ningpo are numbered by thou- 
sands, the latter may easily be numbered 
by tens. There is, however, a class of men 
who are regarded as belonging to the 
Tauist religion, who are nearly as nu- 
merous as Buddhist priests, and whose 
presence and assistance are regarded as 
indispensable in conducting idolatrous 
ceremonies of almost all kinds. The 
individuals of this class are called Nien- 
wu-sien-sang. So far from adopting the 
dress of any religious order, they live in 
all respects like ordinary men, and often 
have shops and cultivate land. They are 
schooled in all the minutiz of idolatrous 
services, and have a smattering of book 
knowledge, so as to be able to repeat and 
read prayers and chants. Accordingly 
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they are called in times of exigency, to 
determine what god is to be worshipp d, 
and the manner in which the worship is 
to be performed ; and in cases of sick- 
ness or death, their services are also re- 
quired. They must also perform the 
requisite ceremonies whenever a house 
or even a furnace is to be built. They 
chant after the manner of Tauist priests, 
are on friendly terms, both with the 
Tauists and Buddhists, and are frequent- 
ly called in connection with them to 
perform idolatrous rites. Each one has 
his particular circuit or neighborhood, 
and generally transmits his oflice or oc- 
cupation to one of his sons or relatives. 
There are a few ceremonies performed 
by this class of men and by ‘Lauist 
priests, which are worthy of special 
notice. 
Burning paper. 

Fah-hih, sending a dispatch, is per- 
formed in cases of sickness. A state- 
ment of the idolatrous worship which 
has been performed is written on a piece 
of paper, together with a petition to 
some deity for assistance. This paper 
is burned by the officiating person, who 
professes to determine by observing the 
process of burning, whether the god re- 
turns a favorable or unfavorable answer. 

Shang-ti’en-piau, sending a message to 
heaven, also consists in burning a paper 
on which the message is written. The 
performer of the ceremony, in this case, 
feigns sleep when the paper is being 
burned, and it is believed that his soul 
leaves the body, conveys the message to 
heaven and brings back an answer in 
return. This superstition will be noticed 
more particularly in another place. 


Written charms. 


Another ceremony called Wha-fu, 
writing a charm, consists in writing a 
few unintelligible characters, or delineat- 
ing a rude representation of a god ona 
small piece of paper, which is regarded 
as representing or securing the presence 
of some divinity. Such pieces of paper 
are sometimes hung over the bed of a 
sick person as a spell. 
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Karen Theological Seminary. 


A few of the more expert of the Tau-| which are designed to promote the cul- 
ist priests and Nien-wu-sien-sang are tivation of virtue, and are gratuitously 
supposed to be possessed of a knowledge distributed by those who wish to acquire 
of enchantments and incantations, which | merit by so doing. One of these is 
they generally profess to have derived the Yuh-lih-ch’au-chuen, which gives 
from some sien, jin, or genii. By the’ ‘the different punishments of hell conse- 
repeating of these incantations, they are “quent on the commission of different 
believed to have the power of inflicting crimes, with a view to deter men from 


evil upon men, and of calling spirits to. 
their aid, and subjecting them to their 
commands. <A book of six volumes, 
called Wan-fah-kwei-tsung, a collection 
of a thousand magic arts, contains a de- 


the commission of these crimes. 

The Kung-kwo-keh, or graduated 
scale of merit, gives the comparative 
amount of merit or demerit belonging to 
different actions. Other works of the 


scription in detail of different kinds of same character, and moral tracts, on the 


magic sorcery and juggling. 


Books and tracts connected with 
Tauism. 


It may not be amiss to mention, in con- 
nection with Tauism, a class of books 


cultivation of different virtues, are fre- 
quently circulated by the rich, but it is 
done rather from the desire to secure 
merit and the praise of men, than the 
hope of really benefitting others —John 
L. Nevius, in Home and For. Record. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


KAREN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Proposed removal to Henthada. 


The expediency of removing the 
Karen Theological Seminary from Maul- 
main to a more central location was one 
of the topics which came before the 
Maulmain Convention in 1853, soon 
after Pegu fell into possession of the 
East India Company. A report on 
“the theological training of native 
preachers,” adopted by the Convention, 
after expressing the opinion that “ the 
institution should be for the present at 
Maulmain, where buildings (were) ready 
for immediate occupancy,” suggested 
also that “the location should be at a 
central point,” and “if this hereafter 
(were) found to be in some other locali- 
ty, the removal of the school (would) be 
a subject for future action.” The im- 
portance of this suggestion has been en- 
forced by subsequent experience. Maul- 
main has proved to the mass of the 
pupils to be not the most convenient of 
access. The principal supplies have 
been derived from Martaban and Pegu. 


Tenasserim, embracing Maulmain and 
Tavoy districts, has furnished compara- 
tively few students, while the churches 
in that province are, moreover, mostly 
supplied with pastors. 

The question of removal has present- 
ed itself the last year with additional 
urgency, in view of the expensiveness of 
support at Maulmain and the neces- 
sity of husbanding our pecuniary re- 
sources at every point. In a communi- 
cation from Dr. Wade published in our 
last number, speaking of the claims of 
the seminary, his plea was, “ Sustain rr 
with teachers and pecuniary means, if 
you sustain nothing else.” Unhappily, 
it had become necessary to extend to 
the school, as to other departments of 
labor, the unevangelical process of 
“ withholding more than is meet ;” and 
the reduction had been pressed to an 
extreme verging close on extinction. 
The Maulmain Karen Mission wrote to 
the Committee in November, 1856, on 
receiving the schedule of appropriations 
for that year, “ Under these circum- 
stances,” (the inadequacy of the appro- 
priations for schools,) “ which a previous 
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letter of yours had led us to anticipate, 
we have felt utterly at a loss what to do. 
It seems impracticable to keep up a 
theological seminary in this expensive 
place, with the appropriations you make 
to it. It has been strongly suggested to 
our minds, as Rangoon is not open to 
us, that the school had better be remov- 
ed to Bassein. The Bassein native 
brethren urge it, promise help in feeding 
and clothing the pupils—and the pros- 
pect is that a large school would cost 
the Union less there than a small one 
here.” Meanwhile the mission had ad- 
dressed a circular to their brethren at 
Bassein and other stations, on the expe- 
diency of the measure in view of this 
and other considerations, to which in due 
time answers were given. 

In the following month Dr. Wade 
wrote again :— 

“It was my intention to continue the 
theological seminary this year until the 
end of January. But the smallness of 
your appropriation obliges me to dismiss 
itat the end of November. This necessity 
causes us inexpressible sorrow. 
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the appropriations, in a subsequent pa- 
ragraph, Dr. W. uses the following lan- 
guage. “ With the appropriations you 
have named for this year, we cannot 
continue the school at the rate of ex- 
pense unavoidable in Maulmain ; where 
the pupils have mostly to come from a 
distance, where the prices of provisions 
of all kinds are extraordinarily high, and 
where the native churches can not, or 
will not, aid with a single basket of paddy 
or stick of fuel, without receiving city 
prices. I therefore beg the sanction of the 
Executive Committee, if my health allows 
me to continue in charge of the school, to 
remove it at once, before it is positively 
broken up, to a place among the churches 
where the churches want it, and will do 
something for its support, and where the 
expense of the school will be less than 
here.” He adds, “ Rangoon would have 
been the place, but that is occupied. At 
Toungoo there is an abundance of 
churches, but all the converts are recent, 
and are not yet sufliciently advanced in 
elementary studies, to enter a theologi- 
What they require there 


groan in spirit day and night, and find no just now, is day and normal schools. We 
comfort, while we look at the thousands of have therefore proposed Bassein, as the 
Karen converts,the hundreds of churches, most eligible place, and particularly be- 
the hundreds of teachers and pastors cause the churches and pastors there, so 
needed, the hundreds of young men! far as we can learn, are exceedingly 


who are anxious to prepare for the min- 


istry by a course of biblical study in the | 


theological seminary, willing to come any 
distance and make every sacrifice for this 
object, and while the earnest cry for 
teachers and pastors is reiterated in let- 
ters almost daily received. That we 
must discontinue the theological semi- 
nary at such a time as this, for want of 
funds from the more than 10,000 Bap- 
tist churches in the United States, seems 
8o strange ; it implies such a want of in- 
terest in the evangelization of the heath- 
en, such a want of regard to the pledges 
solemnly given to those who have exiled 
themselves from country, home and 
friends, to become their messengers in 
bearing the gospel to the far distant 
heathen, our spirits die within us.” 
Adverting again to the insufficiency of 


anxious that I remove the school to that 
district; and pledge their aid in its sup- 
port, so far as concerns the board of the 
pupils. 

“ The expense of new buildings for the 
school will be, in the minds of the Com- 
mittee, I suppose, the strongest objec- 
tion to a removal; but a_ theological 
school of fifty pupils there will, in my 
opinion, cost less in two years, with this 
expense included, than here ; and I am 
inclined to think, less in a single year. 
Here a school of fifty pupils cannot cost 
less than rs. 2300. Last year a less 
number (not including the wages of 
Pahpoo and Shwahai) cost above rs. 
2000; and the expense of provisions, 
fuel, &c., is constantly increasing in 
Maulmain.” 

In December, replies having been re- 
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ceived from the circular of the mission, 
their coatents were transmitted to the 
Executive Committee, including at 
length the reply of the Henthada mis- 
sion. This mission, while they thought 
“it desirable and best for the cause to 
remove the seminary to Bassein,” were 
of the opinion nevertheless “that the 
arrangement should be only temporary,” 
and that the school ought eventually to 
be located at Henthada. “ Henthada is 
the most central. The field of the mis- 
sion occupies the space of country be- 
tween Bassein on the south and Toung- 
oo on the northeast. These boundaries 
are already marked by little churches, 
while believers are being multiplied in 
various intermediate places.” The mis- 
sion say further ;—“ Henthada is easy 
of app» ch; it being on t e bank: of 
the main channel of the delta, where 
steamvrs are constantly passing. By 
land also, from this city, Karens travel 
to the nearer churches in Bassein in two 
day time; from Toungoo they can 
come over to our most northern churches 
in four days, and from thence to this 
city in about two days, by land or water ; 
and this without going within twenty 
miles of !’rome.” Again, “ Henthada 
has the name of being the most healthy 
station in Pegu. Moreover, it must al- 
ways be furnished with doctors, as it is 
and must be the head quarters of a 
thousand sepoys. But what is of equal 
importance, this place is far more favor- 
able to the morals of Karen pupils than 
any large seaport town can ever be. 

“ There would be a very great advant- 
age in having the seminary in Bassein at 
present, inasmuch asth Christian Karens 
are able, and it is hoped would be will- 
ing, to render the school material aid. 
But let it be borne in mind that con- 
nected with the Henthada mission there 
are already four hundred and twenty 
Karen Christians, and the number is 
constantly | creasing. Even now, all 
the scholars of the seminary might pass 
their vacation here among these little 
churches without the least expense to 
the Missionary Union. 
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“Tt seems to us, further, that, in se- 
lecting a location for the theological 
seminary, a place supplied with English 
physicians should be chosen. But within 
two or three years Bassein is to be va- 
cated by all the military force ; and then 
medical aid must be sought in Dalhousie, 
or at some place still more distant.” 

Dr. Wade remarks on the above, “ If 
the Executive Committee decide in 
favor of Henthada as on the whole being 
the more eligible place, as I am inclined 
to think they will do, it would not be 
advisable probably to go to Bassein at 
all ;” and, in conclusion, expresses the 
hope that “ the Committee will bear in 
mind that a general theological seminary 
cannot be sustained anywhere without 
expense, and that the funds must prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, come from home.” 

In view of all the considerations pre- 
sented, the Executive Committee have 
invited Dr. Wade to remove to Hentha- 
da with the seminary at his earliest con- 
venience, and arrangements are in pro- 
gress to that effect. 


CRITICAL STATE OF THE ASSAM 
MISSION. 


We present below extracts from several let- 
ters, dated as late as Aug. 28, showing the 
critical condition, at that time, of the Assam 
Mission. The spirit of revolt, it appears, had 
gone up from Bengal into the heart of Assam, 
and fearful indications had been given not 
only of the spread of the contagion there, but 
of its liability to break out any moment, in 
similar acts of atrocity and violence, where- 
ever was to be found a Mohammedan, or a 
sepoy. 

The moment of greatest peril, we trust, 
however, has gone by; or, if our worst appre- 
hensions are to be realized, yet, from the fore- 
warnings received and the judicious precau- 
tions adopted, we may venture to hope our 
brethren and their families will have been 
saved from personal harm. Our first extracts 
are from letters of Mr. Whiting, stationed at 
Sibsagor, bearing date Aug. 20 and 24. After 
referring to the reduced number of mission- 
aries,—* Br. Bronson has decided to go home 
this fall; Nowgong will then be without a 
mission family ; one family remains at each of 
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the stations of Gowahati and Sibsagor ;""—the 
letter proceeds. 


LETTER FROM MR. WHITING. 


You have already heard of the rebel- 
lion in India. For some time we did not 
fear its influence in this province ; but 
within a few days the magistrate has de- 
tected a plan, now brewing among the 
sepoys, to rise at the coming Durga 
Puga,* and place the young prince at 
Jorhat on his grandfather's throne. 

Capt. Holroyd (the magistrate) has 
given me, in confidence, some of the de- 
tails; and will endeavor to let us know, 
if possible, any further progress of the 
proposed revolt. We feel compelled to 
hold ourselves ready for flight at a mo- 
ment’s warning. We have no European 
troops in the province, and hence are 
without human protection. 

Should we be put to flight, and suc- 
ceed in getting out of the station, I think 
I should seek safety among the Miris on 
the north bank of the Brahmaputra. I 
think they would not prove treacherous. 
We have been alone at the station since 
the last of February. Mrs. Whiting is 
now the only foreign female in the 
place. 

Four days later, Mr. Whiting writes again: 

I wrote on Friday a few lines, inti- 
mating the expected rise of our native 
troops, and communicating the advice of 
our magistrate that we go out on the 
Great River for a few weeks. He has 
placed a nice, comfortable boat at our 
disposal ; and we propose to leave the 
station to-day, taking with us four of the 
largest school girls. I leave with Capt. 
Holroyd rs. 100 to give to our Christian 
brethren in case they are required to 
flee. Capt. H. promised to give them 
due warning. I do not much apprehend 
that the mutineers will trouble the na- 
tive Christians. At other places their 
object has been to exterminate foreig n- 
ers. What butcheries of men, women 
and children, have taken place! The 
atrocities of our American Indians will 
not compare in cruelty. 


* A sacred festival. 
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What an eventful hour!—the most 
trying one I ever experienced. The 
thought of leaving this station and the 
mission property, is too painful to con- 
template. If I were alone, I think I 
should remain, although I do not know 
that I could do the least to save the 
Christians or the property. After the 
whirlwind has passed over, if I es- 
cape its fury, I may be. able to collect 
some of the remnants. You must not 
feel too much alarmed for our safety, if 
you do not hear from us for a month or 
two. If worse comes to worst, we shall 
go up into the hills on the north bank; 
and, of course, no communication can 
then be had for some time. 

At Dibru, the English have fortified 
the hospital and arsenal ; and if the con- 
spiracy does not break out at once, they 
hope to obtain English troops in a month. 
The native soldiers may see the pre- 
parations made to meet them, and give 
up their foul purposes. 

T have no doubt, half of the Assamese 
would be delighted to see the English 
driven out of the province. 

And now, my dear brother, I. must 
say Good bye. Our confidence is in the 
Mighty One. We bow submissively to 
his purposes; for they are as wise, as 
unfathomable. 


LETTER FROM MR. DANFORTH. 


Mr. Danforth writes under date of 
Gowanatt, August 28. 

I wrote you two weeks ago that all 
Bengal was in a blaze, and that no one 
could tell when the conflagration would 
reach Assam. Since that time matters 
have been growing worse. The sepoys 
of Assam are being tampered with. 
They have already received large bribes 
from the ex-king, and a plot has been 
laid to murder all the Europeans. We 
at Gowahati are still alive, but we can- 
not say safe. The stroke may come at 
any moment. Still, I see no immediate 
signs of it. If affairs below improve 


and are likely to, we may hope to escape 
the scenes that have been enacted in 
other parts of India. But if matters do 
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| 
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not materially improve some below, As- 
sam must go into the hands of the rebels. 
And we have not the slightest protection. 
The chances are, we should all be cut 
up. 

You see we are living on the very 
crater of a smoking volcano. The Mus- 
sulmans do not disguise their choice, 
but openly and boldly rejoice at the suc- 
cess of the rebels. Three days more 
and the Mohurram will close, and all are 
looking forward to that time as the com- 
mencement of the Moslem reign in 
India. There is scarcely a man among 
them that would not cut our throats in a 
minute, if they thought they could do it 
with impunity. And the Hindus are 
but a very little better. 

The Christian world have a new chap- 
ter to learn respecting the character of 
the natives of India. If they have mis- 
taken a barbarous for a half-civilized 
race, I hope it will have the effect to 
lead them to put forth increased efforts 
for their civilization and salvation. 

The Government of India will pro- 
bably be saved, but this will be due, un- 
der God, to the gross blunders of the 
mutineers, rather than to any skill dis- 
played by it. 

But, I trust, good will grow out of 
this. No doubt, God designs by it to 
hasten the coming of his kingdom here. 
That it may be so, should be the prayer 
of every true Christian. 


&c., FROM MISSIONARIES. 


Burmah. 


MAvuLMAIN.—C. Bennett, June 1, 28, Aug. 
17.—C. Hinparp, June 16.—Pun. Com. 

Touneoo.—F. Mason, June 19, July 23, Aug. 
8; — Mrs. M., June 2, 28. 

Rancoon.—J. Dawaon, July 17, Aug. 19.— 
E. A. Srevens, July 17-22, Aug. 6, 19; — Mrs, 
8., July 238. 

Bassein.—. L. VAN Meter, July 18 

Hentuapa.—Bb. C. Tuomas, June 22, July 
21.— A. R. R. Craw Aug. 6, 11. 


Assam. 


M. Bronson, July 8.—A. H. Danrorrn, 
July 10, 29, Aug 14 (2), 28.—S. M. Wurrina, 
Aug. 20, 24.—W. Warp, July 8, 21, 30, Aug. 8, 


Teloogoos. 


Aug. 8, 29.—F. A, Dovaiass, 


Donations. 


[December, 
Siam, 

W. Asumorer, June 23, 25, 26, July 6, 21.— 
Mrs. 8.8. Smiru, June 22. 


Ningpo. 


E. C. Lonp, June 24.—M. J. Knowrron, 
June 22. 
Hongkong. 


J. W. Jomnson, Aug. 7. 


France. 
A. Dez, Oct. 19, 22. 


Delawares. 
J.G. PRrarr, Oct. 20.—E. WiLLarp, Nov. 2. 


Ojibwas. 
J.D. CAMERON, Sept. 30. 


DONATIONS 
Recetvep OcToner, 1857. 


Maine. 


York Asso, M.C. Hurd tr.,with 
oth. donas. to cons. Rey. B. F. 
Hubbard L. M., 

Hancock Asso., D. Morgan, jr., 
tr., 16.26: Mrs. Saloma Is. Man- 
chester 12; Bluehill, ch. & soc. 
7.82; Sullivan, ch. & soc. 6.50; 
Brookline, ch. & soc, 12; Sedg- 
wick, ch. & soc. 13.86; estate 
of Mrs. Sally Dodge 15; North 
Sedgwick 1; Rev. R. Y. Wat- 
son 6; Rev. C. C. Long 5; Mrs. 
Mary 3S. Allen 1; with other 
donas. to cons. Mrs, Saloma B. 
Manchester L. M. 

Warren, ch., A. W. Kennedy, 
M. D.,tr., 10; Wash- 
ington st. Sab. Sch., John 8. 
Pearce tr., semi-an. coll., tow. 
sup. of a pupil in Maulmain 
Karen Nor. Sch., 15; Sanford, 
Springvale ch. 10; China, Ist 
ch., Sab. Sch. 2.40; 


94.44 


87.40 


New Hampshire. 


Stratham, ch. 5.00 
Bow, Dea. T. Hammond 5; An- 
dover, Mrs. Pillsbury 1; Sulli- 
van, Mrs. Boynton 1; per Rey. 
H. Tonkin, agent, 7.00 
12.00 
Vermont. 


Burke, ch. 9; South Fairfax, ch., 
a fem. mem., for the German 
mission, 2; 

Stamford, ch., with other donas. 
to cons. Rev. A. W. Goodnow 
L. M., per Rey. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 

State Convention, J. Draper tr., 
89 75; Jericho, ch. 13 60; Hon, 
T. Galusha 10; Essex, ch. 6; 
Brookline, ch. 12; W. Halifax, 
ch. 2; Dummerston, ch. 1.50; 
Putney, N. C. Joy 2; Pond- 
ville, ch. 87.25; Dover, ch. 2.50; 
Wardsboro’, ch., tow. sup. of 
Rey. M. J. Knowlton, 16.50; 
Londonderry, ch. 5; a friend 
of missions 9.60; Townsend, 
ch. 12; proceeds of a pair of 
socks, 30 cts.; Passumpsic, ch. 
10; per Rey. H. Tonkin, agent, 229.89 950.41 


11.00 


1857.] 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, N. Brown 1; Brookline, 
ch. & cong, Dea, D. Sander- 
son tr., mon. con. 1668; Sud- 
bury, Dr. L, Goodman 5; 
Taunton Green, ch. 50; Med- 
ford, Central ch., mon, con. 5; 
Lawrence, M. B. 5; Cam- 
bridgeport, a friend 1; West 
Dedham, ch., mon. con. 30; 
Beverly, Ladies’ Miss. Soc., 
M. FE. tr., of wh. 39 is 
for sup. ofa nat. Karen preach- 
er, and 26 for Mrs Wade's ech., 
to cons. Mrs. Abby A. Foster 
L. M., 108.75; Chelmsford, Ist 
ch., Ladies’ Soc. for the Karen 
Miss.,20; Amherst, Sab Sch., 
tow. sup of Rey. J. L. Doug- 


lass, 5; Kast Bridgewater, a . 


friend 1; 

Old Colony Asso. 25; South Ab- 
ington, ch. 21; Plymouth, ch. 
2025; Middleboro’, Ist eh. 18; 
8rd ch. 24; North Marshtield, 
ch. 11.25; Hanover, ch. 6; Scit- 
uate, Mrs. Anna Conant 5; J. 
Baker 1; per Rey. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 

Worcester Asso., Worcester, 
Pleasant st. ch., mon. con., 
per Rey. J. A., agent, 

Lowell Asso., Billerica, ch. 6; 
Chelmsford, Ist eh. 21.25; Cen- 
tral ch, 23.50; Littleton, ch. 
36; per Rev. J. A., agent, 

Berkshire Asso., North Adams, 
ch. 153; South Adams, ch. 
6.25; Vittstield, ch. 65.08; N. 
Becket, ch. 20; Rev. N. Harris 
5; Sandistield, ch. 19 75; Egre- 
mont, ch. 10, Savoy, Ist ch., 
with other donas. tocons. Rey. 
C.L. Baker L.M., 14.60; Chesh- 
ire, ch., with other donas. to 
cons. L. J. Cole, M. D., L. M., 
16.50; Florida, ch. 6; West 
Stock bridge, ch. 4.57; Lee, ch. 
4, per Rev. J. A., agent, 

Salem Asso. 40.42; Salisbury and 
Amesbury, ch, 129.73; Row- 
ley, ch 10; Marblehead, ch. 
45.05; Georgetown, ch. 1; Bev- 
erly, 2nd ch. 30.49; Danvers- 
port, ch. 20; Gloucester, ch., 
tocons C. C. Pettingill L. M., 
105.50; Haverhill, 2nd ch. 7; 
Manchester, ch. 40; Newbury- 
port, ch. 8.98; per Rev. J. A., 
agent, 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man tr., Providence, Ist ch., 
mon. con. in Sept. and Oct., 

10; Central ch. of wh. 
85.73 is mon. con., per Stephen 
Chase and 100 from Sab. Sech., 
ver Dea. James Boyce, to cons. 

iss Sarah F. Gladding L. M., 
136.78; Lonsdale, ch., per Rev. 
W. Phillips, 8; 


Connecticut. 


Litchfield, a friend 50; another 
friend 1; 

Bristol, ch., per Rey. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 


New York. 


Copenhagen, Lydia White 
Chemung River Asso., Catlin 
and Dix, ch. 17; Campbell 


243.38 


126.50 


86.75 


438.17 
— 1211 


61.00 
24.00 


7.00 


172.83 


75.00 


Donations. 


and Erwin, ch. 10; Factory- 
ville, ch. 10; Horse Heads, ch. 
9.50; Hornby, ch. 3.50; Vaint- 
ed Post, ch. 2; Southport, ch. 
10; Chemung, ch. 1; per Rey. 
. Dodge, agent, 


Saratoga Asso., Greenfield, Ist 


ch. 0.62; Jamesville, ch. 2.87; 
Milton, ch. 2.25; per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 


Essex and Champlain Asso. 


84.62; Moriah, ch. 15.75; Vi- 
conderoga, ch. 4; Crown P’nt, 
ch. 14; West Plattsburg, ch. 
10.50; Mrs. Anderson 5; Mr. 
Bassett 2; O. J. Durand 10; 
A. E. Sheldon 2; Keeseville, 
ch., in part, 3625; Jay, ch. 
28.15; Westport,ch. 11.22; St. 
Armands, ch. 3; Willsboro’, 
ch. 1; J. Waketield 3; Ira 
Stafford 15; L. D. Brown 2; 
Mrs. Young 1; to cons. Mrs. 
Khoda Reynolds and William 
D. Rowe L. M., per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 


Washington Union Asso.,White- 


hall, ch., in part, 41.75; Hoo- 
sick, ch., in part, 10; West 
Hoosick, ch., in part, 14; Hart- 
ford, ch. 14; per Rev. O. D., 
agent, 


New York Asso., Middletown, 


R. Co, ch. 6.17; Nyack, ch., 
in part, 9.10; Piermont, ch., 
in part, $70; Olive Branch, 
ch.5; Port Jervis, ch., in part, 
10; Middletown, 0. Co., ch., 
in part, 9.88; per Rey. O. D., 
ayent, 


Black River Asso ,8. Goodell 1; 


John O'Donnell 10; per Rev. 
H. A. Smith, agent, 


Canisteo River Asso. 11.62; New- 


ville, ch. 2.59; Jasper, ch. 5 68; 
Cameron, ch. 21.81; Troops- 
burgh, Fem. Benev. Soe. 4.14; 
per Rev. H. A. S., agent, 


Cattaraugus Asso., Rushford, 


ch., per Rey. H. A. S., agent, 


Chenango Asso., per Rey. H. A. 


S., agent, 


Monroe Asso., Parma, Ist ch. 2; 


2nd ch. 17.50; Rochester, Ist 
ch. 18.38; Michael Parker 25; 
2nd ch., Sab. Sch. 36 25; Pen- 
field, ch. 22 50; Clifton, ch. 1; 
A. Fielden 2; Greece, ch. 
27.77; Chili, ch. 2.75; Ogden, 
ch. 20; Perrinton, ch. 3.59; 
Mendon, ch. 250; Sweden, 
ch. 5; Churehville, ch. 8; 
Mary Blackman 1; Pittsford, 
ch. 2.25; to cons. Austin H. 
Cole L. M., per Rev. H. A. 8., 


agent, 
Oncida Asso. 10; Sangerfield, 


ch. 3; Oneida, ch. 2.06; Rome, 
Court st. ch. 11.61; Utica, 
Broad st. ch. 25; per Rev. H. 
A. 5S., agent, 


Onondaga Asso., Baldwinsville, 


ch. 4.70; Syracuse, 2nd ch. 
66.67; with other donas. to 
cons. Hon. George Pettit L. 
M., per Rev. H. A. S., agent, 


St. Lawrence Asso., with other 


donas. to cons. Rev. Harmon 
Dike and Miss Jane Miller L. 
M., per Rev. H. A. S., agent, 


Wayne Asso. 6.71; Palmyra,ch. 


21; Rose Valley, ch. 8; Onta- 
rio, ch. 2; Samuel Cole 25 cts. ; 
Walworth, Ist ch. 6; Mrs. 
Caroline A. Jones 50 cts.; Mrs. 
Betsey Calvin 1; with other 
donas. to cons. Mrs. Sarah 
Mudge L. M., per Rev. H. A. 
S., agent, 


63.00 


14.74 


198.49 


43.85 


11.00 


45.34 
21.50 
37.87 


197.49 


51.67 


61.37 


113.34 


44.46 


990.37 
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New Jersey. 


West N. J. Asso., Pittsgrove, 
ch., of wh. 10.40 is young _ 
ple’s coll., 29.40; Cedarville, 
ch. 10; Columbus, ch. 11.22; 
Marlton, ch. 8.50; per Rey. 8. 
M. Osgood, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Fleming- 
ton, ch. 50; Hightstown, ~ 4 
27; per Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Sussex Asso., Newton, ch., Rev. 
H. b. Shermer, per Rey. 8. M. 
Q., agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Abington Asso., Benton, ch. 8; 
Newton, ch., for German Mis., 
2; Ten Mile River, ch. 3.86; 
Bethany. ch. 7.06; Damascus, 
Ist ch. 23; 2nd ch. 2.34; Car- 
bondale, Berean ch. 5.20; 
Blakely, ch. 6.50; Rev. N. 
Callender 50 cts.; per Rey. 8. 
M. Osgood, agent, 

Bridgewater Asso., Wyalusing, 
ch. 2; Middletown, L. M. Tur- 
rill 4; New Milford, ch., F. 
Moxley and wife 150; per 
Rev. 8. M.O, agent, 

Centre Asso., Lewiston, G, D. 
Thomas 5; Shaver’s Creek, 
Martha Irvin 75cts.; Logan’s 
Valley, ch., M. Bell 10; per 
Rev. 8. M. O., agent, 

Monongahela Asso., Bethlehem, 
ch. 80 17; East Bethlehem, ch. 
12; North Wheeling, ch. &; 
Brownsville, ch., Ti J. Rit 
nom 8; W. B. Shrive 50 cts.; 
Washington, ch.. of wh. 6 is 
fr. Sab. Sch., 11.50; Jefferson, 
ch. 30; Pleasant Grove, ch. 
6.63; J. Patterson 1; Mt. Her- 
mon, ch. 17.89; Monongahela, 
Union ch., D.R.Sturgis 25 cts. ; 
Sth Wheeling, ch. 3; Goshen, 
ch. 13.06; Greensboro’, ch. 
2.50; Indian Creek, ch. 155; 
Beulah, ch. 5; Red Stone, ch. 
5; Uniontown, J. Barr 1; 8. 
Hazard 25 cts.; per Rev. 8. M. 
O., agent, 

Northumberland Asso., White 
Deer, ch. 1; Union, ch. 2.10; 
Lewisburg, Kev.G. M. Spratt 
6; per Rev. 8S. M. O., agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., a friend of 
missions 20; Great Valley, ch. 
21.35; Montgomery, Fem. Miss. 
Soc. 32; New Britain, ch. 48; 
Willistown, Sab. Sch. 14; Rid- 
ley, ch. 5.02; Bethesda, ch. 
8.75; Caernavoon, ch. 5.21; 
per Rey. 8S. M. O., agent, 

French Creek Asso. 14.84; Car- 
mel, ch. 3.71; Georgetown, ch. 
11.60; McKean, ch. 5; Stock- 
ton, ch. 1; Mead’s Corners, ch., 
Mrs. Phillips 1; per Rev. 8. M. 
O., agent, 

Bradford Asso., Canton, ch., per 
Rey. 8S. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


Columbus Asso., per Rev. H. 
Davis, D. D., 

Trumbull Asso, R.S. Parks tr., 

4; Fem. Soc. 

4; Sab. Sch. 2.04; Hannah 


White 60 cts.; per Rev. H. D., 
Cwsar’s Creek Asso., per Rey. H. 


D. 

Ohio Asso, 4.18; Beulah, ch. 
10.75; Pine Grove, ch. 1.32; 
per 


v. H. D., 


58.46 


152.30 


9.10 


149.83 


10.64 
16.00 


16.25 


Donations. > 


Seneca Asso. 8.94; Isaac Mundy 
2; per Rev. H. D., 
Wooster Asso. 8.48; Mohegan, 
ch. 3.20; Mill Brook, ch. 7.12; 
per Rey. H. D 


Indiana. 


A. Henderson and wife 
5 each, for the mission house 
at Hienthada, per Rev. A. 8. 
Ames, agent, 

General Asso., with additional 
donas. to cons. Rey. J. b- 
cock L. M., per Rey. A. 8. A., 
agent, 

Judson Asso., per Rey. A. 8. A., 
agent, 

Northern Ind. Asso., Sumption’s 
Prairie, ch. 6.82; Valparaiso, 
ch. 3; per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 


Illinois. 


[ December, 


1857, 


Plainfield, William Fitch, to - 


cons. himself L. M., 

State Convention 21; Mendota, 
ch. 20; Charles Lamb 35 ets. ; 
Lucy and Mary Lamb and E. 
Dix, 25 each, 75 ets.; H., E. 
and M. Gilbert, 10 each, 30 
cts.; —— Gilbert 5 cts.; Ga- 
Jena, ch., of wh. lv is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 19.75; Princeton, ch. 4; 
Washington, ch, 2.50; per Rey. 
William Dean, D. D., 


Michigan. 


South Jackson, Dr. D. Peck, per 
Rey. A. S. Ames, agent, 

Kalamazoo Asso., Otsego, ch., 
per Rev. A. 8S. A., agent, 

State Convention, per Rey. A. 
S. A., agent, 


Wisconsin. 
Marquetta Asso. 5; Lafayette 


Asso. 8; Milwaukie 30; per 
Rey. William Dean, D. D., 


Iowa. 
Dubuque Asso. 27.50; State Con- 


vention 31.68; Cascade 21.65; 
per Rey. William Dean, D. D., 


Canada East. 


Barnston, ch., per Rey. H. I. 
Campbell, 


Legacies. 


Thetford, Vt., Silas Follett, per 
W. W. Baker, Exr., 

Rushford, N. Y., Dea. J. Free- 
man, per Rey. H. A. Smith, 
agent, 


$4.2: 
Total fr, April 1 to Oct. 31, 1857, $31,291.27. 


10.94 

18.75 
96.29 

10.00 

92.27 

12.19 

9.82 

— 123.78 

68.70 

—- 168.70 

6.00 

3.00 

9.00 

— 18.0 
43.00 
80.88 
11.00 
4033.39 

200.00 


86.89 


Donations in Goods. 


Salem, Ms., Ladies of the 1st ch. 
1 box clothing for Rev. WP. 
Upham, 

Providence, R. I., Mrs. 8. R. 
Benjamin, sundries for Mrs. 
Thomas and Mrs Van Meter, 

Philadelphia, Penn., Dr. D. 
Jayne & Son, medicine for 
the Henthada Mission, 


00.00 


9.00 


1£5.00 


—— $264.00 


, 


